
From: Warren, John H
To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny; Duff, Lisa M; Hackett, G (Elaine); Kupper, Kathy; NPS NER Regional Directors Staff; Skye,

Suki B; Stauffenberg, Victoria; Carlson, Ellen L; O"toole, Tracy M; Warren, John H; Petrella, Paula A; Roulett,
Stephanie A; NPS News Media

Cc: Schneider, Kevin B; Flynn, Jennifer; Sandt, Kathleen T; Sapp, Doyle W.; Willis, Jerry; Kreusch, Erik S; Martz,
Jason A; Heister, Kristina M; McDougall, Andrew; Sims, Steven D; Kochanowski, Amnesty R; Parker, Jonathan L;
Whittaker, Erin T; Kenney, Patrick; Comer, Claire; Adams, Carly K; Fox, Allysah G; Fennell, Rosalyn; Gresek,
Adam J; Purifoy, Gregory M; Cook, Linda A; Lessard, Kristin A

Subject: NER News Clips, January 8, 2024
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 10:30:56 AM

ACAD: Environmental Monitor | Protecting Natural Resources: Long-Term Monitoring in
Acadia National Park (fondriest.com)

CACO: New Superintendent Feels ‘At Home’ At National Seashore (capecodchronicle.com)

DEWA: Tocks Island Dam saga to be discussed at Columns Museum in Milford
(tricountyindependent.com)

ELIS: What Can We Learn About the Immigrant Experience from the Ellis Island Immigration
Museum? | New York Spaces

ESSE: Essex Heritage announces 2024 Partnership Grant Program | News | massnonprofit.org

GETT: 

Sensory friendly hours return to museum, visitor center | Community News |
gettysburgtimes.com
Park's winter lectures return | Community News | gettysburgtimes.com
GNMP hosting events for special learners | Community News | gettysburgtimes.com

INDE: 

Biden Admin to Remove William Penn Statue in 'Rehabilitation' of Park Dedicated to
Pennsylvania Founder (westernjournal.com)
Celebrating Sylvania: NPS Moves to Remove Statue of Penn – JONATHAN TURLEY
Biden admin removing William Penn statue in ‘rehabilitation’ of park commemorating
founding of Pennsylvania – WGMD
THE END OF PENN? Biden Admin Removing William Penn Statue for More 'Inclusive'
Experience; Report (hannity.com)
Biden administration to tear down William Penn statue, make historic park more
'welcoming' and 'inclusive' | Blaze Media (theblaze.com)
National Park Service Plans to Remove William Penn Statue from the Site of His
Philadelphia Home – Twitchy
Biden's National Park Service to Remove William Penn Statue from Philadelphia



(breitbart.com)
Biden admin to remove statue of William Penn from Philadelphia park and 'rehabilitate'
the park to commemorate Native Americans | The Post Millennial |
thepostmillennial.com
Biden admin removing William Penn statue in ‘rehabilitation’ of park commemorating
founding of Pennsylvania | WCCS AM1160 & 101.1FM (wccsradio.com)

SAHI: 

Roosevelt honored at Oyster Bay ceremony 105 years after death - Newsday
Roosevelt's Legacy: 105th Death Anniversary Tribute at Oyster Bay (bnnbreaking.com)
Commemoration Of Theodore Roosevelt’s Passing On January 6, 2024 | Glen Cove
Record Pilot (glencoveoysterbayrecordpilot.com)

SHEN: 

Shenandoah National Park closes Skyline Drive due to icy road conditions | WRIC ABC
8News
Skyline Drive closing to vehicles ahead of wintry weather - (cbs19news.com)

VAFO: Please note that the President's political speech on Friday took place 10 miles away
from the NPS site and not at VAFO, which he visited first.

Joe and Jill Biden Visit National Memorial Arch at Valley Forge National Historical Park ::
Grabien - The Multimedia Marketplace
President Biden Lands In Valley Forge National Park On Marine One | Norristown, PA
Patch

WEFA: When You See These Historic Home Exteriors, You’ll Fall in Love (town-n-country-
living.com)

John Harlan Warren (he/him)
Communications Specialist, NPS Region 1

1234 Market Street, 20th floor
Philadelphia PA 19107
Works 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
215-908-3159



Subscribe   | What is RSS

From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
To: Reynolds, Michael T; Lands, Frank W
Cc: Wilson, Jim L; Farinelli, Susan; Boyle, Jaime L; McGeary, Malcolm D
Subject: INDE statue
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 9:13:20 AM

Good morning, per our conversation this morning sharing a link to the park’s news release (also
pasted below) and a link to some news coverage.
 
Park News Release: Park seeks input on the rehabilitation of Welcome Park - Independence National
Historical Park (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov)
 
FoxNews.com: William Penn statue removal part of NPS Welcome Park rehabilitation proposal
(foxnews.com)
Breitbart: Biden's National Park Service to Remove William Penn Statue from Philadelphia
(breitbart.com)

Park seeks input on the rehabilitation of
Welcome Park
Date: January 5, 2024
Contact: Andrew McDougall, 215-435-4372

PHILADELPHIA — The National Park Service proposes to rehabilitate Welcome
Park to provide a more welcoming, accurate, and inclusive experience for visitors.
Welcome Park was designed by the internationally acclaimed design firm Venturi &
Scott Brown Associates. The park is located on the site of William Penn's home, the
Slate Roof House, and is named for the ship, Welcome, which transported Penn to
Philadelphia. The design and construction of Welcome Park was funded by the
Independence Historical Trust and was completed in 1982.

The proposed rehabilitation of Welcome Park includes expanded interpretation of the
Native American history of Philadelphia and was developed in consultation with
representatives of the indigenous nations of the Haudenosaunee, the Delaware
Nation, Delaware Tribe of Indians, the Shawnee Tribe, and the Eastern Shawnee
Tribe of Oklahoma. The reimagined Welcome Park maintains certain aspects of the
original design such as the street grid, the rivers and the east wall while adding a new
planted buffer on three sides, and a ceremonial gathering space with circular
benches. The Penn statue and Slate Roof house model will be removed and not
reinstalled. In a separate and future effort, new exhibit panels will be installed on the
south site wall to replace the Penn timeline.

The public is invited to submit comments on this proposed design for the rehabilitation
of Welcome Park for a 14-day period from January 8th – 21st, 2024 through the



National Park Service’s Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC)
at https://parkplanning.nps.gov. Comments submitted through social media, phone
calls, email or mail will not be accepted. All public comments must be received
through PEPC by midnight Sunday, January 21st, 2024.

For information about Independence National Historical Park, visit the park website
at www.nps.gov/INDE.

 
 
 
Jenny Anzelmo-Sarles
Chief of Public Affairs & Chief Spokesperson
National Park Service
Mobile: (202) 230-2088
 
Facebook Twitter Instagram YouTube
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From: Lands, Frank W
To: Vietzke, Gay E
Cc: Waldbuesser, Cinda; Hardin, Kirsten A; Petrella, Paula A
Subject: FW: INDE statue
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 9:15:25 AM

Hi Gay,  I thought you mentioned during our tour that the Penn statue would remain? 
 
Frank Lands
National Park Service | Deputy Director - Operations
202.354.1870
415.793.8478 (cell)
 

From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 9:13 AM
To: Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>; Lands, Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>
Cc: Wilson, Jim L <jim_wilson@nps.gov>; Farinelli, Susan <Susan_Farinelli@nps.gov>; Boyle, Jaime L
<Jaime_Boyle@nps.gov>; McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>
Subject: INDE statue
 
Good morning, per our conversation this morning sharing a link to the park’s news release (also
pasted below) and a link to some news coverage.
 
Park News Release: Park seeks input on the rehabilitation of Welcome Park - Independence National
Historical Park (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov)
 
FoxNews.com: William Penn statue removal part of NPS Welcome Park rehabilitation proposal
(foxnews.com)
Breitbart: Biden's National Park Service to Remove William Penn Statue from Philadelphia
(breitbart.com)

Park seeks input on the rehabilitation of
Welcome Park
Date: January 5, 2024
Contact: Andrew McDougall, 215-435-4372

PHILADELPHIA — The National Park Service proposes to rehabilitate Welcome
Park to provide a more welcoming, accurate, and inclusive experience for visitors.
Welcome Park was designed by the internationally acclaimed design firm Venturi &
Scott Brown Associates. The park is located on the site of William Penn's home, the
Slate Roof House, and is named for the ship, Welcome, which transported Penn to
Philadelphia. The design and construction of Welcome Park was funded by the
Independence Historical Trust and was completed in 1982.



The proposed rehabilitation of Welcome Park includes expanded interpretation of the
Native American history of Philadelphia and was developed in consultation with
representatives of the indigenous nations of the Haudenosaunee, the Delaware
Nation, Delaware Tribe of Indians, the Shawnee Tribe, and the Eastern Shawnee
Tribe of Oklahoma. The reimagined Welcome Park maintains certain aspects of the
original design such as the street grid, the rivers and the east wall while adding a new
planted buffer on three sides, and a ceremonial gathering space with circular
benches. The Penn statue and Slate Roof house model will be removed and not
reinstalled. In a separate and future effort, new exhibit panels will be installed on the
south site wall to replace the Penn timeline.

The public is invited to submit comments on this proposed design for the rehabilitation
of Welcome Park for a 14-day period from January 8th – 21st, 2024 through the
National Park Service’s Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC)
at https://parkplanning.nps.gov. Comments submitted through social media, phone
calls, email or mail will not be accepted. All public comments must be received
through PEPC by midnight Sunday, January 21st, 2024.

For information about Independence National Historical Park, visit the park website
at www.nps.gov/INDE.

 
 
 
Jenny Anzelmo-Sarles
Chief of Public Affairs & Chief Spokesperson
National Park Service
Mobile: (202) 230-2088
 
Facebook Twitter Instagram YouTube
 



From: Vietzke, Gay E
To: Lands, Frank W
Cc: Waldbuesser, Cinda; Hardin, Kirsten A; Petrella, Paula A
Subject: Re: INDE statue
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 9:26:54 AM

Frank,

I will get the details this morning from the park and circle back to you.  

Gay

From: Lands, Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 9:15 AM
To: Vietzke, Gay E <Gay_Vietzke@nps.gov>
Cc: Waldbuesser, Cinda <Cinda_Waldbuesser@nps.gov>; Hardin, Kirsten A
<Kirsten_Hardin@nps.gov>; Petrella, Paula A <Paula_Petrella@nps.gov>
Subject: FW: INDE statue
 
Hi Gay,  I thought you mentioned during our tour that the Penn statue would remain? 
 
Frank Lands
National Park Service | Deputy Director - Operations
202.354.1870
415.793.8478 (cell)
 

From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 9:13 AM
To: Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>; Lands, Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>
Cc: Wilson, Jim L <jim_wilson@nps.gov>; Farinelli, Susan <Susan_Farinelli@nps.gov>; Boyle, Jaime L
<Jaime_Boyle@nps.gov>; McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>
Subject: INDE statue
 
Good morning, per our conversation this morning sharing a link to the park’s news release (also
pasted below) and a link to some news coverage.
 
Park News Release: Park seeks input on the rehabilitation of Welcome Park - Independence National
Historical Park (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov)
 
FoxNews.com: William Penn statue removal part of NPS Welcome Park rehabilitation proposal
(foxnews.com)
Breitbart: Biden's National Park Service to Remove William Penn Statue from Philadelphia
(breitbart.com)

Park seeks input on the rehabilitation of
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Welcome Park
Date: January 5, 2024
Contact: Andrew McDougall, 215-435-4372

PHILADELPHIA — The National Park Service proposes to rehabilitate Welcome
Park to provide a more welcoming, accurate, and inclusive experience for visitors.
Welcome Park was designed by the internationally acclaimed design firm Venturi &
Scott Brown Associates. The park is located on the site of William Penn's home, the
Slate Roof House, and is named for the ship, Welcome, which transported Penn to
Philadelphia. The design and construction of Welcome Park was funded by the
Independence Historical Trust and was completed in 1982.

The proposed rehabilitation of Welcome Park includes expanded interpretation of the
Native American history of Philadelphia and was developed in consultation with
representatives of the indigenous nations of the Haudenosaunee, the Delaware
Nation, Delaware Tribe of Indians, the Shawnee Tribe, and the Eastern Shawnee
Tribe of Oklahoma. The reimagined Welcome Park maintains certain aspects of the
original design such as the street grid, the rivers and the east wall while adding a new
planted buffer on three sides, and a ceremonial gathering space with circular
benches. The Penn statue and Slate Roof house model will be removed and not
reinstalled. In a separate and future effort, new exhibit panels will be installed on the
south site wall to replace the Penn timeline.

The public is invited to submit comments on this proposed design for the rehabilitation
of Welcome Park for a 14-day period from January 8th – 21st, 2024 through the
National Park Service’s Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC)
at https://parkplanning.nps.gov. Comments submitted through social media, phone
calls, email or mail will not be accepted. All public comments must be received
through PEPC by midnight Sunday, January 21st, 2024.

For information about Independence National Historical Park, visit the park website
at www.nps.gov/INDE.

 
 
 
Jenny Anzelmo-Sarles
Chief of Public Affairs & Chief Spokesperson
National Park Service
Mobile: (202) 230-2088
 
Facebook Twitter Instagram YouTube
 



From: Rob Hotakainen
To: Jenny Anzelmo-Sarles; NPS Media
Subject: Question
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 5:03:26 PM

Do you want to comment on the criticism NPS is facing for its decision to remove the William
Penn statue from Welcome Park? I reached out to the NPS press officer in Philly but did not
hear back, so I wanted to give you a chance to respond, too.
 What is NPS going to do with the statue? Why is it being removed? (Press release was sparse
on details.) And what’s your response to criticism from Pennsylvania republicans who say this
is an attempt by NPS to erase history?
Many thanks.
Rob

Rob Hotakainen
National parks, oceans and fisheries reporter 
E&E News | POLITICO
rhotakainen@eenews.net

Twitter: @HotakainenRob
1000 Wilson Blvd., 8th Floor, Arlington, VA 22209
www.eenews.net
Greenwire, ClimateWire, EnergyWire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM

(b) (6)
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From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
To: Lestino, Leo M
Subject: FW: INDE statue
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 12:45:01 PM

 
 

From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 9:13 AM
To: Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>; Lands, Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>
Cc: Wilson, Jim L <jim_wilson@nps.gov>; Farinelli, Susan <Susan_Farinelli@nps.gov>; Boyle, Jaime L
<Jaime_Boyle@nps.gov>; McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>
Subject: INDE statue
 
Good morning, per our conversation this morning sharing a link to the park’s news release (also
pasted below) and a link to some news coverage.
 
Park News Release: Park seeks input on the rehabilitation of Welcome Park - Independence National
Historical Park (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov)
 
FoxNews.com: William Penn statue removal part of NPS Welcome Park rehabilitation proposal
(foxnews.com)
Breitbart: Biden's National Park Service to Remove William Penn Statue from Philadelphia
(breitbart.com)

Park seeks input on the rehabilitation of
Welcome Park
Date: January 5, 2024
Contact: Andrew McDougall, 215-435-4372

PHILADELPHIA — The National Park Service proposes to rehabilitate Welcome
Park to provide a more welcoming, accurate, and inclusive experience for visitors.
Welcome Park was designed by the internationally acclaimed design firm Venturi &
Scott Brown Associates. The park is located on the site of William Penn's home, the
Slate Roof House, and is named for the ship, Welcome, which transported Penn to
Philadelphia. The design and construction of Welcome Park was funded by the
Independence Historical Trust and was completed in 1982.

The proposed rehabilitation of Welcome Park includes expanded interpretation of the
Native American history of Philadelphia and was developed in consultation with
representatives of the indigenous nations of the Haudenosaunee, the Delaware
Nation, Delaware Tribe of Indians, the Shawnee Tribe, and the Eastern Shawnee
Tribe of Oklahoma. The reimagined Welcome Park maintains certain aspects of the



original design such as the street grid, the rivers and the east wall while adding a new
planted buffer on three sides, and a ceremonial gathering space with circular
benches. The Penn statue and Slate Roof house model will be removed and not
reinstalled. In a separate and future effort, new exhibit panels will be installed on the
south site wall to replace the Penn timeline.

The public is invited to submit comments on this proposed design for the rehabilitation
of Welcome Park for a 14-day period from January 8th – 21st, 2024 through the
National Park Service’s Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC)
at https://parkplanning.nps.gov. Comments submitted through social media, phone
calls, email or mail will not be accepted. All public comments must be received
through PEPC by midnight Sunday, January 21st, 2024.

For information about Independence National Historical Park, visit the park website
at www.nps.gov/INDE.

 
 
 
Jenny Anzelmo-Sarles
Chief of Public Affairs & Chief Spokesperson
National Park Service
Mobile: (202) 230-2088
 
Facebook Twitter Instagram YouTube
 



From: Reynolds, Michael T
To: Lands, Frank W; Vietzke, Gay E; McGeary, Malcolm D
Subject: Re: William Penn
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 12:55:36 PM

thx!

Michael T. Reynolds (Mike)
Deputy Director, External Affairs
U.S. National Park Service
1849 C Street NW Ste 3311
Washington, DC
michael_reynolds@nps.gov
(202) 641-1953 m 
(202) 513 7117 o
he/him

From: Lands, Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 12:55 PM
To: Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>; Vietzke, Gay E <Gay_Vietzke@nps.gov>;
McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>
Subject: RE: William Penn
 
Mike, 
 
Malcolm, Gay and I just spoke.  Gay is running this down.   
 
Frank Lands
National Park Service | Deputy Director - Operations
202.354.1870
415.793.8478 (cell)
 

From: Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 12:54 PM
To: Vietzke, Gay E <Gay_Vietzke@nps.gov>
Cc: Lands, Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>
Subject: Fw: William Penn
 

Hi Gay-
 

 
Michael T. Reynolds (Mike)
Deputy Director, External Affairs
U.S. National Park Service

(b) (5)



1849 C Street NW Ste 3311
Washington, DC
michael_reynolds@nps.gov
(202) 641-1953 m 
(202) 513 7117 o
he/him

From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 12:48 PM
To: Cherry, Tyler A <tyler_cherry@ios.doi.gov>; Wilson, Jim L <jim_wilson@nps.gov>; McGeary,
Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>; Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>
Cc: Schroeder, Darin C <darin_schroeder@ios.doi.gov>; Smith, Thomas D
<thomas_smith@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: William Penn
 
On it. +@McGeary, Malcolm D and @Reynolds, Michael T who are tracking and running some things
to ground on another track
 

From: Cherry, Tyler A <tyler_cherry@ios.doi.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 12:43 PM
To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>; Wilson, Jim L <jim_wilson@nps.gov>
Cc: Schroeder, Darin C <darin_schroeder@ios.doi.gov>; Smith, Thomas D
<thomas_smith@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: William Penn
 
Hi all – hoping for a quick turnaround on an if-asked statement on the William Penn announcement.
Can you all please send something my way in the next hour? Just a few sentences is fine. TY
 
Tyler Cherry
Communications Director (Detail)
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
(c) 202-549-2988
 



From: Carlson, Ellen L
To: Kupper, Kathy; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
Subject: INDE -- Wm Penn/ Welcome Park
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:06:46 PM

Hi all,
Update: The park continues work on briefing statement and other materials.
We will run them up to you as soon as we can.
Apologies for the delay.

Best,
E.

Ellen Carlson
Legislative Affairs Specialist
Interior Region 1
Mobile: 617.834.2626



From: Kupper, Kathy
To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
Subject: Fw: Revised Release, Social Media and Alert language
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:14:00 PM
Attachments: Outlook-mzhgqhfd.png

Kathy Kupper

Public Affairs Specialist

National Park Service

(202)230-2085 cell

From: Carlson, Ellen L <Ellen_Carlson@nps.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 1:40 PM

To: McDougall, Andrew <Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>; Warren, John H <John_Warren@nps.gov>

Cc: Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>; Sims, Steven D <Steven_Sims@nps.gov>

Subject: Re: Revised Release, Social Media and Alert language

Hi Andrew,
Have you also pulled together a draft Comms Plan as well?
It looks like that is a key piece that WASO COMMS is seeking.

best,
E.

Ellen Carlson

Legislative Affairs Specialist

Interior Region 1

Mobile: 617.834.2626

From: McDougall, Andrew <Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 12:19 PM

To: Carlson, Ellen L <Ellen_Carlson@nps.gov>; Warren, John H <John_Warren@nps.gov>

Cc: Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>; Sims, Steven D <Steven_Sims@nps.gov>

Subject: Revised Release, Social Media and Alert language

Ellen

I have attached a revised press release which will be posted to our Facebook, X, and
Instagram channels making clear the statue removal is part of a proposal and the final



decision will be informed by public comments, along with the following language:

."

If we want an actual apology in there, we could say...."

."

We could use the same language on our website alert that provides the direct link to the
Welcome Park section of PEPC. 

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/INDE_Rehabilitate_Welcome_Park

Waiting on approval before taking any action.

Thanks.

Andrew McDougall 
Public Affairs Officer
Independence National Historical Park
143 South Third Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Cell: 215-435-4372
www.nps.gov/inde

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal.

(b) (5)

(b) (5)



From: Kupper, Kathy
To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
Subject: Re: INDE comms plan
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:15:07 PM
Attachments: image001.png

We said it earlier but will repeat it. 

From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 1:23 PM

To: Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>

Subject: RE: INDE comms plan

Thanks. Confirming the park understands that they should not edit or repost anything at this point

on their own?

From: Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov> 

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 1:15 PM

To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>

Subject: Fw: INDE comms plan

From: Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 12:12 PM

To: Warren, John H <John_Warren@nps.gov>

Cc: Kochanowski, Amnesty R <Amnesty_Kochanowski@nps.gov>; Carlson, Ellen L

<Ellen_Carlson@nps.gov>; O'toole, Tracy M <tracy_otoole@nps.gov>; McDougall, Andrew

<Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>; Sims, Steven D <Steven_Sims@nps.gov>

Subject: Re: INDE comms plan

 

Hi John,

Thanks for the update. 

Can the park please submit a comms plan that includes the below info, draft language for the

outreach materials, an "If Asked" statement, and FAQs? 

Thank you,

Kathy

From: Warren, John H <John_Warren@nps.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 12:07 PM

To: Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>

Cc: Kochanowski, Amnesty R <Amnesty_Kochanowski@nps.gov>; Carlson, Ellen L

<Ellen_Carlson@nps.gov>; O'toole, Tracy M <tracy_otoole@nps.gov>; McDougall, Andrew



<Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>; Sims, Steven D <Steven_Sims@nps.gov>

Subject: Re: INDE comms plan

Kathy and all,

I have now spoken with Steve, Amnesty and Andrew about this. 

Since I leave  in half an hour, I've asked Andrew to send the PR

directly to you, Kathy, since I have spoken to all the main parties and we agree on what needs

to be done.

WASO, whaddaya think?

John Harlan Warren (he/him)

Communications Specialist, NPS Region 1

1234 Market Street, 20th floor

Philadelphia PA 19107

Works 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

215-908-3159

From: Sims, Steven D <Steven_Sims@nps.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 10:21 AM

To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>; Warren, John H

<John_Warren@nps.gov>; McDougall, Andrew <Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>

Cc: Kochanowski, Amnesty R <Amnesty_Kochanowski@nps.gov>; Carlson, Ellen L

<Ellen_Carlson@nps.gov>; O'toole, Tracy M <tracy_otoole@nps.gov>; Kupper, Kathy

<Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>

Subject: Re: INDE comms plan

(b) (6)

(b) (5)



Thank you, Jenny.  We are working on a comms plan and briefing statement.  We'll send
up through region when they are ready.

Thanks!
Steve-

Steven D. Sims
Superintendent
Independence National Historical Park
Thaddeus Kosciuszko National Memorial
Gloria Dei Church National Historic Site
Edgar Allan Poe National Historic Site
215-597-7120 (o)

From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 10:16 AM

To: Warren, John H <John_Warren@nps.gov>; McDougall, Andrew <Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>

Cc: Kochanowski, Amnesty R <Amnesty_Kochanowski@nps.gov>; Sims, Steven D

<Steven_Sims@nps.gov>; Carlson, Ellen L <Ellen_Carlson@nps.gov>; O'toole, Tracy M

<tracy_otoole@nps.gov>; Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>

Subject: RE: INDE comms plan

 

Thanks, all. WASO can come off this thread until the park and region have worked together on the

comms. We’ll look to region to close the loop when folks are ready.

Thanks,

Jenny

 

From: Warren, John H <John_Warren@nps.gov> 

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 9:52 AM

To: McDougall, Andrew <Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>

Cc: Kochanowski, Amnesty R <Amnesty_Kochanowski@nps.gov>; Sims, Steven D

<Steven_Sims@nps.gov>; Carlson, Ellen L <Ellen_Carlson@nps.gov>; O'toole, Tracy M

<tracy_otoole@nps.gov>; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>; Kupper, Kathy

<Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>

Subject: Re: INDE comms plan

 

All,



I am doing clips now and I saw this one, which I assume Jenny already knows about: Biden

Admin to Remove William Penn Statue in 'Rehabilitation' of Park Dedicated to Pennsylvania

Founder (westernjournal.com)

This post, I believe, mixes up the two Penn statues. Of course, the iconic heavy one is atop City

Hall and isn't ours.

John Harlan Warren (he/him)

Communications Specialist, NPS Region 1

1234 Market Street, 20th floor

Philadelphia PA 19107

Works 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

215-908-3159

From: Warren, John H <John_Warren@nps.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 9:06 AM

To: McDougall, Andrew <Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>

Cc: Kochanowski, Amnesty R <Amnesty_Kochanowski@nps.gov>; Sims, Steven D

<Steven_Sims@nps.gov>; Carlson, Ellen L <Ellen_Carlson@nps.gov>; O'toole, Tracy M

<tracy_otoole@nps.gov>; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>; Kupper, Kathy

<Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>

Subject: Fw: INDE comms plan

 

Andrew,

WASO wants to know what your comms plan is for this release. Please note that Jenny

Anselmo-Sarles in WASO asks, "Until we regroup, please have the park clear any press queries

on this up to DC."

John Harlan Warren (he/him)

Communications Specialist, NPS Region 1

1234 Market Street, 20th floor

Philadelphia PA 19107

Works 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

215-908-3159



From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 9:03 AM

To: O'toole, Tracy M <tracy_otoole@nps.gov>; Warren, John H <John_Warren@nps.gov>

Cc: Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>; NPS News Media <NewsMedia@nps.gov>

Subject: INDE comms plan

Hi all, can you all please share up the comms plan on this? Until we regroup, please have the park

clear any press queries on this up to DC.

Park seeks input on the rehabilitation of Welcome Park - Independence National Historical Park (U.S.

National Park Service) (nps.gov)

Thanks,

Jenny

Jenny Anzelmo-Sarles

Chief of Public Affairs & Chief Spokesperson

National Park Service

Mobile: (202) 230-2088

Facebook Twitter Instagram YouTube



From: Rob Hotakainen
To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Question
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 7:17:59 PM

Good Thanks again.

Rob Hotakainen
National parks, oceans and fisheries reporter 
E&E News | POLITICO
rhotakainen@eenews.net

Twitter: @HotakainenRob

1000 Wilson Blvd., 8th Floor, Arlington, VA 22209
www.eenews.net
Greenwire, ClimateWire, EnergyWire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM

On Jan 8, 2024, at 6:25 PM, Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-
Sarles@nps.gov> wrote:

EXTERNAL SENDER: Use caution with links and attachments.

Rob, making sure you got this from Andrew Park withdraws review of Welcome Park
rehabilitation proposal - Independence National Historical Park (U.S. National Park
Service) (nps.gov)
 
Jenny Anzelmo-Sarles
Chief of Public Affairs & Chief Spokesperson
National Park Service
Mobile: (202) 230-2088
 
Facebook Twitter Instagram YouTube
 

From: Rob Hotakainen <rhotakainen@eenews.net> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 5:07 PM
To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>
Cc: NPS News Media <NewsMedia@nps.gov>; McDougall, Andrew
<Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Question
 
Great thanks much 

Rob Hotakainen
National parks, oceans and fisheries reporter 

(b) (6)



E&E News | POLITICO
rhotakainen@eenews.net

Twitter: @HotakainenRob

1000 Wilson Blvd., 8th Floor, Arlington, VA 22209

www.eenews.net

Greenwire, ClimateWire, EnergyWire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM

On Jan 8, 2024, at 5:06 PM, Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-
Sarles@nps.gov> wrote:

EXTERNAL SENDER: Use caution with links and attachments.

 
Hi Rob, connecting you with Andrew from the park on this. I believe he’ll
have something for you within the hour.
 

From: Rob Hotakainen <rhotakainen@eenews.net> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 5:03 PM
To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>; NPS News
Media <NewsMedia@nps.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Question
 

 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution
before clicking on links, opening attachments, or responding.  

 

Do you want to comment on the criticism NPS is facing for its decision to
remove the William Penn statue from Welcome Park? I reached out to the
NPS press officer in Philly but did not hear back, so I wanted to give you a
chance to respond, too.
 What is NPS going to do with the statue? Why is it being removed? (Press
release was sparse on details.) And what’s your response to criticism from
Pennsylvania republicans who say this is an attempt by NPS to erase
history?
Many thanks.
Rob
 

(b) (6)



 

Rob Hotakainen
National parks, oceans and fisheries reporter 
E&E News | POLITICO
rhotakainen@eenews.net

Twitter: @HotakainenRob

1000 Wilson Blvd., 8th Floor, Arlington, VA 22209

www.eenews.net

Greenwire, ClimateWire, EnergyWire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM

(b) (6)



From: McGeary, Malcolm D
To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
Subject: FW: Welcome Park Briefing Statement
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:24:54 PM
Attachments: Outlook-34mf531r.png

20240108 INDE Welcome Park Briefing Statement.docx

From: Vietzke, Gay E <Gay_Vietzke@nps.gov> 

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:23 PM

To: McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>; Reynolds, Michael T

<Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>

Cc: Lands, Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>

Subject: Fw: Welcome Park Briefing Statement

From: Sims, Steven D <Steven_Sims@nps.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:22 PM

To: Vietzke, Gay E <Gay_Vietzke@nps.gov>

Cc: Waldbuesser, Cinda <Cinda_Waldbuesser@nps.gov>

Subject: Welcome Park Briefing Statement

 

Gay,
 
I'm sorry for the delay.  Attached is the briefing statement on Welcome Park.
 
Regards,
Steve
 
Steven D. Sims
Superintendent
Independence National Historical Park
Thaddeus Kosciuszko National Memorial
Gloria Dei Church National Historic Site
Edgar Allan Poe National Historic Site
215-597-7120 (o)



Briefing Statement FY 2024

Bureau: National Park Service
Issue: Rehabilitation of Welcome Park 
Member: Internal to NPS/DOI
Park: Independence National Historical Park (INDE)
 

Key Points:
• Welcome Park holds significance as the only location in Philadelphia that 

memorializes William Penn’s life and accomplishments through a timeline of his 
life, a model of his “Slate Roof” house and a smaller scale replica of the statue of 
William Penn that sits atop City Hall. 

• After 40 years, many of the exhibits and other features of Welcome Park are 
faded and in need of repair. 

• Independence National Historical Park, in consultation with Haudenosaunee and 
Lenape representatives, developed a new design proposal for the park. 
Consultation was initiated after new information revealed the existence of a 
“Wampum Lot” deeded to the Haudenosaunee in 1755 by William Penn’s 
grandson for a parcel of land along south Second Street. 

• The two stories are not mutually exclusive. They can be told in the same space. In 
fact, in many ways, they complement each other as Penn is best known today for 
his policy of religious toleration and his attempt to deal fairly with the tribes he 
encountered.

• The park initiated a period of public comment on January 5th through the issuance 
of a press release and social media channels. 

• The release has generated an overwhelming response as the release stated that the 
statue of William Penn will be removed.

• The park is seeking public comment as the new design proposal is exactly that, a 
proposal. The final decision will be made based upon comments received during 
the public comment period in PEPC which is open from January 8th until January 
21st.

• The proposed design has been in development for four years with informal 
collaboration with park neighbors, the City, and tribal nations

• Formal tribal consultation was initiated on October 13, 2023. 
• Formal consultation with PA State Historic Preservation Office was initiated on 

December 20, 2023. 
• The project is currently in the design development phase. 

Background:
• After 40 years, many of the exhibits and other features of Welcome Park are 

faded and in need of repair. 
• Information came to light about 4 years ago that in the 1750’s William Penn’s 

grandson deeded a parcel of land along south Second Street to the Haudenosaunee 
as a site where that would always be available to them should them come to the 
City. 

• This agreement was reaffirmed in 1915 by the Mayor of Philadelphia. 
• When new designs for Welcome Park were being considered, the federally 

recognized tribes associated with INHP were consulted. 



2

• In November of 2022, INHP hosted an event with the Haudenosaunee and a 
representative of the Delaware Nation at Welcome Park. The parcel of land is 
referred to as the Wampum Lot by the Haudenosaunee people. 

• According to the participants, it was the first time in over 300 years that 
leadership from the Lenape and the Haudenosaunee met face to face and 
exchanged gifts.

• Following this event, the park initiated formal consultation with the tribes 
regarding new design proposals for Welcome Park, with an opportunity to tell the 
Native American story either on land that had been deeded to them by Penn’s 
grandson or immediately adjacent to that land. 

• The National Park Service owns Welcome Park.  The project scope includes 
replacing landscaping and hardscaping, increased site lighting and security 
cameras, planting of trees, circular benches and a gathering space. 

• The new design proposal also called for the removal of the statue of William Penn 
and the Slate Roof House model for a simplified landscape aesthetic.  

Current Status:
• Public comment is open January 8-January 21, 2024
• INDE is directing all media inquiries to newsmedia@nps.gov until further notice
• Members of the public are being directed to PEPC to submit comments 
• INDE is updating the January 5, 2024 news release and social media post to 

emphasize that INDE initiated this project and that the design is proposed 
• Public comments will be used to determine which elements of the new design 

proposal will remain and which may need to be reworked. 
• The park hopes to hear from local organizations, neighbors and other stakeholders 

were included in the press release.

Contact Person: Steve Sims, Superintendent, INDE (215) 597-7120
Andrew McDougall, Public Affairs Officer, INDE (215) 435-4372
Marilou Ehrler, Cultural Resource Manager, INDE (215) 597-7087

Last Updated: January 8, 2024



From: McGeary, Malcolm D
To: Milkman, Louise F; Krakoff, Sarah A
Cc: Tittler, Andrew; Porsia, Sara C; Sams, Charles F; Reynolds, Michael T; Lands, Frank W; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:23:41 PM

Thank you, Louise. Will let you know if we have any additional questions.
 

From: Milkman, Louise F <louise.milkman@sol.doi.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:01 PM
To: McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>; Krakoff, Sarah A
<sarah.krakoff@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Tittler, Andrew <Andrew.Tittler@sol.doi.gov>; Porsia, Sara C <sara.porsia@sol.doi.gov>; Sams,
Charles F <charles_sams@nps.gov>; Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>; Lands,
Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
 
Malcolm, attached is a draft outline regarding authority.   As you’ll see, we will need to 

Let us know any questions.
 
Louise
 
Louise Milkman (she/her)
Assistant Solicitor for National Parks
Department of the Interior
202-208-6535 (office)
202-604-5489 (cell)
 

From: McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 3:15 PM
To: Milkman, Louise F <louise.milkman@sol.doi.gov>; Krakoff, Sarah A <sarah.krakoff@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Tittler, Andrew <Andrew.Tittler@sol.doi.gov>; Porsia, Sara C <sara.porsia@sol.doi.gov>; Sams,
Charles F <charles_sams@nps.gov>; Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>; Lands,
Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
 
Thank you, I am looping in Chuck and his team.
 

From: Milkman, Louise F <louise.milkman@sol.doi.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:24 PM
To: McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>; Krakoff, Sarah A
<sarah.krakoff@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Tittler, Andrew <Andrew.Tittler@sol.doi.gov>; Porsia, Sara C <sara.porsia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
 

(b) (5)







Subject: Penn Park question
 
Louise – please see this article. 

 
William Penn statue may be permanently removed from Welcome Park, angering some (msn.com)
 
Malcolm McGeary
Senior Advisor to the Director
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
 

(b) (5)



From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
To: Wilson, Jim L
Subject: FW: Penn Park question
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:18:40 PM
Attachments: William Penn statue - authority to remove.docx

 
 

From: Milkman, Louise F <louise.milkman@sol.doi.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:01 PM
To: McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>; Krakoff, Sarah A
<sarah.krakoff@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Tittler, Andrew <Andrew.Tittler@sol.doi.gov>; Porsia, Sara C <sara.porsia@sol.doi.gov>; Sams,
Charles F <charles_sams@nps.gov>; Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>; Lands,
Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
 
Malcolm, attached is a draft outline regarding authority.   As you’ll see, we will need to 

Let us know any questions.
 
Louise
 
Louise Milkman (she/her)
Assistant Solicitor for National Parks
Department of the Interior
202-208-6535 (office)
202-604-5489 (cell)
 

From: McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 3:15 PM
To: Milkman, Louise F <louise.milkman@sol.doi.gov>; Krakoff, Sarah A <sarah.krakoff@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Tittler, Andrew <Andrew.Tittler@sol.doi.gov>; Porsia, Sara C <sara.porsia@sol.doi.gov>; Sams,
Charles F <charles_sams@nps.gov>; Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>; Lands,
Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
 
Thank you, I am looping in Chuck and his team.
 

From: Milkman, Louise F <louise.milkman@sol.doi.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:24 PM
To: McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>; Krakoff, Sarah A
<sarah.krakoff@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Tittler, Andrew <Andrew.Tittler@sol.doi.gov>; Porsia, Sara C <sara.porsia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
 

(b) (5)



From: McGeary, Malcolm D
To: Milkman, Louise F; Krakoff, Sarah A
Cc: Tittler, Andrew; Porsia, Sara C; Sams, Charles F; Reynolds, Michael T; Lands, Frank W; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:23:41 PM

Thank you, Louise. Will let you know if we have any additional questions.
 

From: Milkman, Louise F <louise.milkman@sol.doi.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:01 PM
To: McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>; Krakoff, Sarah A
<sarah.krakoff@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Tittler, Andrew <Andrew.Tittler@sol.doi.gov>; Porsia, Sara C <sara.porsia@sol.doi.gov>; Sams,
Charles F <charles_sams@nps.gov>; Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>; Lands,
Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
 
Malcolm, attached is a draft outline regarding authority.   As you’ll see, we will need to 

Let us know any questions.
 
Louise
 
Louise Milkman (she/her)
Assistant Solicitor for National Parks
Department of the Interior
202-208-6535 (office)
202-604-5489 (cell)
 

From: McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 3:15 PM
To: Milkman, Louise F <louise.milkman@sol.doi.gov>; Krakoff, Sarah A <sarah.krakoff@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Tittler, Andrew <Andrew.Tittler@sol.doi.gov>; Porsia, Sara C <sara.porsia@sol.doi.gov>; Sams,
Charles F <charles_sams@nps.gov>; Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>; Lands,
Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
 
Thank you, I am looping in Chuck and his team.
 

From: Milkman, Louise F <louise.milkman@sol.doi.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:24 PM
To: McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>; Krakoff, Sarah A
<sarah.krakoff@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Tittler, Andrew <Andrew.Tittler@sol.doi.gov>; Porsia, Sara C <sara.porsia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
 

(b) (5)







Subject: Penn Park question
 
Louise – please see this article. 

 
William Penn statue may be permanently removed from Welcome Park, angering some (msn.com)
 
Malcolm McGeary
Senior Advisor to the Director
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
 

(b) (5)



From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
To: Wilson, Jim L
Subject: FW: Penn Park question
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:18:40 PM
Attachments: William Penn statue - authority to remove.docx

 
 

From: Milkman, Louise F <louise.milkman@sol.doi.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:01 PM
To: McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>; Krakoff, Sarah A
<sarah.krakoff@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Tittler, Andrew <Andrew.Tittler@sol.doi.gov>; Porsia, Sara C <sara.porsia@sol.doi.gov>; Sams,
Charles F <charles_sams@nps.gov>; Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>; Lands,
Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
 
Malcolm, attached is a draft outline regarding authority.   As you’ll see, we will need to 

Let us know any questions.
 
Louise
 
Louise Milkman (she/her)
Assistant Solicitor for National Parks
Department of the Interior
202-208-6535 (office)
202-604-5489 (cell)
 

From: McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 3:15 PM
To: Milkman, Louise F <louise.milkman@sol.doi.gov>; Krakoff, Sarah A <sarah.krakoff@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Tittler, Andrew <Andrew.Tittler@sol.doi.gov>; Porsia, Sara C <sara.porsia@sol.doi.gov>; Sams,
Charles F <charles_sams@nps.gov>; Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>; Lands,
Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
 
Thank you, I am looping in Chuck and his team.
 

From: Milkman, Louise F <louise.milkman@sol.doi.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:24 PM
To: McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>; Krakoff, Sarah A
<sarah.krakoff@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Tittler, Andrew <Andrew.Tittler@sol.doi.gov>; Porsia, Sara C <sara.porsia@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: Penn Park question
 

(b) (5)









Subject: Penn Park question
 
Louise – please see this article. 

 
William Penn statue may be permanently removed from Welcome Park, angering some (msn.com)
 
Malcolm McGeary
Senior Advisor to the Director
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
 

(b) (5)



ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGED 
DRAFT -- Jan. 8, 2024 
Contact:  Sara Porsia, Louise Milkman 
 
 
AUTHORITY FOR POTENTIAL REMOVAL OF WILLIAM PENN STATUE  
 
Background on William Penn statue:  

(b) (5)
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From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
To: encinas@gannett.com; echen@gannett.com
Cc: McDougall, Andrew
Subject: Urgent correction request from national park service,
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 7:28:16 PM

Hi Amaris, we see USA Today published a story at 6:30 tonight reporting that Independence National
Historical Park in Philadelphia is taking comment on a proposal to rehab Welcome Park, which had
included the possibility of removing the Penn Statue. Want to be sure you saw this news release
from the park this afternoon. Looping my colleague, Andrew, at the park.
 
Eve, since its late in the day looping you in case you can help make sure this gets to the correct
editor ASAP.
 
Park withdraws review of Welcome Park rehabilitation proposal - Independence National Historical
Park (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov)
 

Park withdraws review of Welcome
Park rehabilitation proposal
Date: January 8, 2024
Contact: Andrew McDougall, 215-435-4372

PHILADELPHIA — Independence National Historical Park has withdrawn the review
of a draft proposal to rehabilitate Welcome Park and closed the public comment
period. The preliminary draft proposal, which was released prematurely and had not
been subject to a complete internal agency review, is being retracted.  No changes to
the William Penn statue are planned.  

The National Park Service (NPS) remains committed to rehabilitating Welcome Park
as the nation prepares to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence in 2026. Upon completion of all the necessary internal reviews, the
park looks forward to engaging in a robust public process to consider options for
refurbishing the park in the coming years.  

The park is located on the site of William Penn's home, the Slate Roof House, and is
named for the ship, Welcome, which transported Penn to Philadelphia. The design
and construction of Welcome Park was funded by the Independence Historical Trust
and was completed in 1982.   

Updates on the project may be found on the park’s website at www.nps.gov/INDE.
 

www.nps.gov/inde



 
 
Thanks so much,
Jenny
 
 



From: NPS News Media
To: O"toole, Tracy M; Warren, John H; McDougall, Andrew
Cc: Kupper, Kathy; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] From NPS.gov: AEncinas1@gannett.com
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:31:10 PM

The inquiry below pertains to your park/program.  Please prepare your response according
to established protocol and coordinate as needed.

_________________________
National Park Service
Office of Public Affairs

From: Mccoy, Kevin A <kevin_mccoy@nps.gov> on behalf of Ask NPS, NPS <AskNPS@nps.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 1:20 PM
To: NPS News Media <NewsMedia@nps.gov>
Cc: AEncinas1@gannett.com <AEncinas1@gannett.com>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] From NPS.gov: AEncinas1@gannett.com
 
Hello,
 
This message is being forwarded to our News Media Department for a response.
 
Thank you.
 
National Park Service
Office of Communications
 
 

From: no-reply@nps.gov <no-reply@nps.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 11:45 AM
To: Ask NPS, NPS <AskNPS@nps.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] From NPS.gov: AEncinas1@gannett.com
 
 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.  

 

Email submitted from: AEncinas1@gannett.com at /orgs/1207/contactus.htm

Use AEncinas1@gannett.com to reply to this message

Category: Facilities



Good Morning! My name is Amaris Encinas and I am a USA Today reporter. I am reaching
out to you because I am interested in getting some more information on the rehabilitation of
Welcome Park. (I was also hopeful you might be able to send some pictures of the area my
way.) I have a couple questions I will include below, in the hopes of getting those answered.
Why will the statue of William Penn be removed completely? When will renovations be
complete? Is there a comment/statement the NPS could provide to members of the public
about why renovations to Welcome Park are important? As well as anything else park officials
might think is important for the public to know as renovations begin?





From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 1:14 PM
To: Fifer, Jordan T <jordan_fifer@nps.gov>; Ripps, Alma <Alma_Ripps@nps.gov>
Cc: Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>; McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>
Subject: RE: INDE question
 
Thanks Jordan and thanks for help running some traps on this today, Alma. Malcolm is pulling a
broader doc together for DOI/Administration leadership so he may have some additional questions.
 

From: Fifer, Jordan T <jordan_fifer@nps.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 1:14 PM
To: Ripps, Alma <Alma_Ripps@nps.gov>
Cc: Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-
Sarles@nps.gov>; McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>
Subject: INDE question
 

Hi Alma - 
 

Thanks for your help earlier on the phone and for researching the INDE news release. 
 

I'm stepping out  until about 3:30pm ET. Can you please reply all to include
Jenny, Kathy, and Malcom with what you learn from your staffer?
 

Thanks very much,
Jordan 
 
 
 
Jordan Fifer
Public Affairs Specialist
National Park Service
Washington Office - Office of Communications
Mobile: 240-962-3805

Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube
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Chief, Office of Policy

National Park Service

1849 C Street, NW, Room 2660

Washington, DC 20240

202-354-3951 (direct)

202-354-3950 (main)

 

For all your policy needs, visit our NEW website at: National Park Service Office of Policy (nps.gov)

 

Normal Schedule

In the office:   Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday

Telework:         Monday and Friday (easiest to reach via email)

 

From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 1:14 PM
To: Fifer, Jordan T <jordan_fifer@nps.gov>; Ripps, Alma <Alma_Ripps@nps.gov>
Cc: Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>; McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>
Subject: RE: INDE question
 
Thanks Jordan and thanks for help running some traps on this today, Alma. Malcolm is pulling a
broader doc together for DOI/Administration leadership so he may have some additional questions.
 

From: Fifer, Jordan T <jordan_fifer@nps.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 1:14 PM
To: Ripps, Alma <Alma_Ripps@nps.gov>
Cc: Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-
Sarles@nps.gov>; McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>
Subject: INDE question
 

Hi Alma - 
 
Thanks for your help earlier on the phone and for researching the INDE news release. 
 
I'm stepping out  until about 3:30pm ET. Can you please reply all to include
Jenny, Kathy, and Malcom with what you learn from your staffer?
 
Thanks very much,
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Jordan 
 
 
 

Jordan Fifer

Public Affairs Specialist

National Park Service

Washington Office - Office of Communications

Mobile: 240-962-3805

Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube



From: NPS News Media
To: McDougall, Andrew
Cc: Kupper, Kathy; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny; Warren, John H; O"toole, Tracy M
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] From NPS.gov: Media Inquiry
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:32:40 PM

The inquiry below pertains to your park/program.  Please prepare your response according
to established protocol and coordinate as needed.
 
Many thanks,
The NPS Office of Public Affairs

_________________________
National Park Service
Office of Public Affairs

From: Mccoy, Kevin A <kevin_mccoy@nps.gov> on behalf of Ask NPS, NPS <AskNPS@nps.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:29 PM
To: NPS News Media <NewsMedia@nps.gov>
Cc: costescu@freebeacon.com <costescu@freebeacon.com>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] From NPS.gov: Media Inquiry
 
Hello,
 
This message is being forwarded to our News Media Department for a response.
 
Thank you.
 
National Park Service
Office of Communications
 
 

From: no-reply@nps.gov <no-reply@nps.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 3:00 PM
To: Ask NPS, NPS <AskNPS@nps.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] From NPS.gov: Media Inquiry
 
 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.  

 

Email submitted from: costescu@freebeacon.com at /orgs/1207/contactus.htm



Use costescu@freebeacon.com to reply to this message

Category: Information

Good afternoon! My name is Jessica Costescu and I am a reporter with the Washington Free
Beacon. I was hoping you would comment on the recent announcement that the National Park
Service would renovate Old City's Welcome Park, which includes removing the centerpiece
statue of William Penn permanently, and redesign the park to highlight Native American
history. What went into your decision to remove the statue entirely? Some argue that
removing a historical statue creates an "absurd and revisionist view of [Pennsylvania's] state
history." Comment? My deadline is eod. I hope to hear from you soon. Thank you! Best,
Jessica Costescu Reporter Washington Free Beacon



From: NPS News Media
To: Ehrler, Marilou; Kupper, Kathy; Warren, John H; O"toole, Tracy M; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
Cc: McDougall, Andrew
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Axios Philly — media request — Welcome Park
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:42:26 PM

Looping in @Kupper, Kathy @Warren, John H @O'toole, Tracy M @Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny and
adding to the spreadsheet.

Dave

_________________________
National Park Service
Office of Public Affairs

From: Ehrler, Marilou <Marilou_Ehrler@nps.gov>
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:40 PM
To: NPS News Media <NewsMedia@nps.gov>
Cc: McDougall, Andrew <Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] Axios Philly — media request — Welcome Park
 

Marilou Ehrler, RA
Cultural Resource Management, Program Lead
Independence National Historical Park 
office: 215-597-7087
cell: 917-831-8820

 

From: Mike D'Onofrio <mike.donofrio@axios.com>
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 3:53 PM
To: Ehrler, Marilou <Marilou_Ehrler@nps.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Axios Philly — media request — Welcome Park
 
 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Greetings,

Mike here from Axios Philly. I left you a message on your voicemail as well. Sorry to ping



you again here, but I'm looking for a comment/context about this Welcome Park redesign. 

Are you or someone else around to briefly chat today? I would only need about 5 minutes or
so. 

I'm at . What do you think?

-- 
Sign up for the Axios Philadelphia newsletter 

Michael D'Onofrio
Reporter, Axios Philadelphia
mike.donofrio@axios.com

Pronouns: he/him

Get the news that matters in just 10 minutes with Axios Today & Axios Re:Cap podcasts 
- Subscribe! 
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Eve, since its late in the day looping you in case you can help make sure this gets to the
correct editor ASAP.
 
Park withdraws review of Welcome Park rehabilitation proposal - Independence
National Historical Park (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov)
 

Park withdraws review of
Welcome Park rehabilitation
proposal
Date: January 8, 2024
Contact: Andrew McDougall, 215-435-4372

PHILADELPHIA — Independence National Historical Park has withdrawn
the review of a draft proposal to rehabilitate Welcome Park and closed the
public comment period. The preliminary draft proposal, which was
released prematurely and had not been subject to a complete internal
agency review, is being retracted.  No changes to the William Penn statue
are planned.  

The National Park Service (NPS) remains committed to rehabilitating
Welcome Park as the nation prepares to commemorate the
250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in 2026. Upon
completion of all the necessary internal reviews, the park looks forward to
engaging in a robust public process to consider options for refurbishing
the park in the coming years.  

The park is located on the site of William Penn's home, the Slate Roof
House, and is named for the ship, Welcome, which transported Penn to
Philadelphia. The design and construction of Welcome Park was funded
by the Independence Historical Trust and was completed in 1982.   

Updates on the project may be found on the park’s website
at www.nps.gov/INDE.
 

www.nps.gov/inde

 
 
Thanks so much,



Jenny
 
 





Subscribe   | What is RSS

Cc: McDougall, Andrew <Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>
Subject: Urgent correction request from national park service,

Hi Amaris, we see USA Today published a story at 6:30 tonight reporting that
Independence National Historical Park in Philadelphia is taking comment on a proposal
to rehab Welcome Park, which had included the possibility of removing the Penn
Statue. Want to be sure you saw this news release from the park this afternoon.
Looping my colleague, Andrew, at the park.
 
Eve, since its late in the day looping you in case you can help make sure this gets to the
correct editor ASAP.
 
Park withdraws review of Welcome Park rehabilitation proposal - Independence
National Historical Park (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov)
 

Park withdraws review of
Welcome Park rehabilitation
proposal
Date: January 8, 2024
Contact: Andrew McDougall, 215-435-4372

PHILADELPHIA — Independence National Historical Park has withdrawn
the review of a draft proposal to rehabilitate Welcome Park and closed the
public comment period. The preliminary draft proposal, which was
released prematurely and had not been subject to a complete internal
agency review, is being retracted.  No changes to the William Penn statue
are planned.  

The National Park Service (NPS) remains committed to rehabilitating
Welcome Park as the nation prepares to commemorate the
250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in 2026. Upon
completion of all the necessary internal reviews, the park looks forward to
engaging in a robust public process to consider options for refurbishing
the park in the coming years.  

The park is located on the site of William Penn's home, the Slate Roof
House, and is named for the ship, Welcome, which transported Penn to
Philadelphia. The design and construction of Welcome Park was funded
by the Independence Historical Trust and was completed in 1982.   



Updates on the project may be found on the park’s website
at www.nps.gov/INDE.
 

www.nps.gov/inde

 
 
Thanks so much,
Jenny
 
 



From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
To: Carlson, Ellen L; Vietzke, Gay E; Waldbuesser, Cinda; Sims, Steven D; Ashwell, Jacqueline L; Lestino, Leo M
Cc: Kupper, Kathy; Fifer, Jordan T
Subject: Cleared INDE release
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 5:41:34 PM

Cleared release is below. Please proceed with steps outlined in Teams. Let’s make sure social
tracks with same messaging. 

Park withdraws review of Welcome Park rehabilitation proposal  
 
PHILADELPHIA, PA — Independence National Historical Park has withdrawn the review of a draft
proposal to rehabilitate Welcome Park and closed the public comment period. The preliminary draft
proposal, which was released prematurely and had not been subject to a complete internal agency
review, is being retracted.  No changes to the William Penn statue are planned.  
 
The National Park Service (NPS) remains committed to rehabilitating Welcome Park as the nation

prepares to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in 2026. Upon
completion of all the necessary internal reviews, the park looks forward to engaging in a robust
public process to consider options for refurbishing the park in the coming years.  
 
The park is located on the site of William Penn's home, the Slate Roof House, and is named for the
ship, Welcome, which transported Penn to Philadelphia. The design and construction of Welcome
Park was funded by the Independence Historical Trust and was completed in 1982.   
 
Updates on the project may be found on the park’s website at www.nps.gov/INDE.
 
 

Sent from my iPhone



From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
To: Turner, Matthew T
Subject: FW: INDE draft news release_DRAFT/DELIBERATIVE
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 6:23:09 PM
Attachments: image001.png

FYI

Jenny Anzelmo-Sarles

Chief of Public Affairs & Chief Spokesperson

National Park Service

Mobile: (202) 230-2088

Facebook Twitter Instagram YouTube

From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny 

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 6:12 PM

To: Sams, Charles F <charles_sams@nps.gov>; Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>;

Lands, Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>; McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>

Cc: Wilson, Jim L <jim_wilson@nps.gov>

Subject: RE: INDE draft news release_DRAFT/DELIBERATIVE

It's posted- Park withdraws review of Welcome Park rehabilitation proposal - Independence National

Historical Park (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov)

Jenny Anzelmo-Sarles

Chief of Public Affairs & Chief Spokesperson

National Park Service

Mobile: (202) 230-2088

Facebook Twitter Instagram YouTube

From: Sams, Charles F <charles_sams@nps.gov> 

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:50 PM

To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>; Reynolds, Michael T

<Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>; Lands, Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>; McGeary, Malcolm D

<malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>

Cc: Wilson, Jim L <jim_wilson@nps.gov>

Subject: RE: INDE draft news release_DRAFT/DELIBERATIVE

 

Good by me. Thank you.  If anyone else sees something please chime in.

Charles F. Sams III

National Park Service Director

U.S. Department of the Interior

(202) 354-1881



From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov> 

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:47 PM

To: Sams, Charles F <charles_sams@nps.gov>; Reynolds, Michael T <Michael_Reynolds@nps.gov>;

Lands, Frank W <frank_lands@nps.gov>; McGeary, Malcolm D <malcolm_mcgeary@nps.gov>

Cc: Wilson, Jim L <jim_wilson@nps.gov>

Subject: INDE draft news release_DRAFT/DELIBERATIVE

 

All, as you know Independence and NER have drafted an updated news release to pull back their

design proposal and public comment period for Welcome Park. Please let me know if you have any

questions or concerns before I send this to Tyler.

Thanks

 

DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT

 

 

PHILADELPHIA, PA — Independence National Historical Park has  the 
review of a draft proposal to rehabilitate Welcome Park and closed the public 
comment period. The preliminary draft proposal was released prematurely and
had not been subject to a complete internal agency review.   

The National Park Service (NPS) remains committed to rehabilitating Welcome 
Park as the nation prepares to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence in 2026. Upon completion of all the necessary 
internal reviews, the park looks forward to engaging in a robust public process to 
consider options for refurbishing the park in the coming years. No changes to the
park or the William Penn statue are planned at this time. 

Welcome Park was designed by the design firm Venturi & Scott Brown 
Associates. The park is located on the site of William Penn's home, the Slate Roof
House, and is named for the ship, Welcome, which transported Penn to 
Philadelphia. The design and construction of Welcome Park was funded by the 
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Independence Historical Trust and was completed in 1982.  

Updates on the project as plans evolve may be found on the park’s website at 
www.nps.gov/INDE.

Jenny Anzelmo-Sarles

Chief of Public Affairs & Chief Spokesperson

National Park Service

Mobile: (202) 230-2088

Facebook Twitter Instagram YouTube



From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
To: Cherry, Tyler A
Subject: FW: Penn status update from NPS
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 6:27:06 PM

Nothing back from Kristy but sent this to her just before 6
 
Jenny Anzelmo-Sarles
Chief of Public Affairs & Chief Spokesperson
National Park Service
Mobile: (202) 230-2088
 
Facebook Twitter Instagram YouTube
 

From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 5:59 PM
To: Kristy.Cappiello@fox.com
Subject: Penn status update from NPS
 
 
 
Kristi- Tyler from Interior sent your note about a statement. My colleague in Philadelphia is working
on getting this news release out and wanted to be sure you didn’t get missed on this update from
the park today.
Thanks!
 
Park withdraws review of Welcome Park rehabilitation proposal  
 
PHILADELPHIA, PA — Independence National Historical Park has withdrawn the review of a draft
proposal to rehabilitate Welcome Park and closed the public comment period. The preliminary draft
proposal, which was released prematurely and had not been subject to a complete internal agency
review, is being retracted.  No changes to the William Penn statue are planned.  
 
The National Park Service (NPS) remains committed to rehabilitating Welcome Park as the nation

prepares to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in 2026. Upon
completion of all the necessary internal reviews, the park looks forward to engaging in a robust
public process to consider options for refurbishing the park in the coming years.  
 
The park is located on the site of William Penn's home, the Slate Roof House, and is named for the
ship, Welcome, which transported Penn to Philadelphia. The design and construction of Welcome
Park was funded by the Independence Historical Trust and was completed in 1982.   
 
Updates on the project may be found on the park’s website at www.nps.gov/INDE.
 
 
 



 
Sent from my iPhone



From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
To: McDougall, Andrew; Carlson, Ellen L; NPS News Media
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] JESSE WATTERS PRIMETIME STATEMENT REQUEST
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 5:05:59 PM

Andrew, please make sure Kristy gets the news release when it goes out.
 

From: Cherry, Tyler A <tyler_cherry@ios.doi.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 5:01 PM
To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] JESSE WATTERS PRIMETIME STATEMENT REQUEST
 
For your follow up once the Park sends their statement out. I would make sure this producer
receives the update directly so we don’t have misreporting during primetime.
 

From: Cappiello, Kristy <Kristy.Cappiello@FOX.COM> 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 3:19 PM
To: Interior Press <interior_press@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] JESSE WATTERS PRIMETIME STATEMENT REQUEST
 

 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.  

 

Good Afternoon, 
 
This is Kristy Cappiello from Jesse Watters Primetime on the Fox News Channel. We're
running a story on the removal of the William Penn statue from Welcome Park and would
like to include comment from Secretary Haaland. The show airs at 8 p.m. ET. Feel free to
reply here or shoot me a call or text at .
 
Thank you, 
KC

This message and its attachments may contain legally privileged or confidential information. It is
intended solely for the named addressee(s). If you are not an addressee indicated in this message
(or responsible for delivery of the message to an addressee), you may not copy or deliver this
message or its attachments to anyone. Rather, you should permanently delete this message and its
attachments and kindly notify the sender by reply e-mail. Any content of this message and its
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attachments that does not relate to the official business of Fox Corporation, or its subsidiaries must
be taken not to have been sent or endorsed by any of them. No representation is made that this
email or its attachments are without defect.





Celebrating 75 years: Our history is America's history.
A unit of the National Park Service, Independence National Historical Park was created 75 years ago by an Act of
Congress on June 28, 1948. Accredited by the American Association of Museums, Independence NHP covers almost 54
acres in Philadelphia’s Old City, and includes Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell, Congress Hall, Franklin Court, and
other historic buildings associated with the founding of the United States. Events, programs and special exhibits which
celebrate our 75th Anniversary will be held throughout the year. For more information on our 75th Anniversary events,
visit the park’s website, http://www.nps.gov/inde or follow us on social media by searching @IndependenceNHP.

Andrew McDougall 
Public Affairs Officer
Independence National Historical Park
143 South Third Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Cell: 215-435-4372
www.nps.gov/inde

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal.

From: Rob Hotakainen <rhotakainen@eenews.net>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 5:07 PM

To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>

Cc: NPS News Media <NewsMedia@nps.gov>; McDougall, Andrew <Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Question

 
Great thanks much 

Rob Hotakainen

National parks, oceans and fisheries reporter 

E&E News | POLITICO

rhotakainen@eenews.net

Twitter: @HotakainenRob

1000 Wilson Blvd., 8th Floor, Arlington, VA 22209
www.eenews.net
Greenwire, ClimateWire, EnergyWire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM

On Jan 8, 2024, at 5:06 PM, Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov> wrote:
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EXTERNAL SENDER: Use caution with links and attachments.

Hi Rob, connecting you with Andrew from the park on this. I believe he’ll have something for you within the hour.

 

From: Rob Hotakainen <rhotakainen@eenews.net> 

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 5:03 PM

To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>; NPS News Media <NewsMedia@nps.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Question

 

 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening

attachments, or responding.  

 

Do you want to comment on the criticism NPS is facing for its decision to remove the William Penn statue from

Welcome Park? I reached out to the NPS press officer in Philly but did not hear back, so I wanted to give you a chance

to respond, too.

 What is NPS going to do with the statue? Why is it being removed? (Press release was sparse on details.) And what’s

your response to criticism from Pennsylvania republicans who say this is an attempt by NPS to erase history?

Many thanks.

Rob

 

 

Rob Hotakainen

National parks, oceans and fisheries reporter 

E&E News | POLITICO

rhotakainen@eenews.net

Twitter: @HotakainenRob

1000 Wilson Blvd., 8th Floor, Arlington, VA 22209

www.eenews.net

Greenwire, ClimateWire, EnergyWire, E&E Daily, E&E News PM
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From: Kupper, Kathy
To: McDougall, Andrew; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny; Schafer, Katie M; O"toole, Tracy M; Warren, John H; Sims, Steven D
Cc: Fifer, Jordan T; Barak, Dave A; NPS News Media
Subject: Re: Tracking Spreadsheet for INDE
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 7:21:08 PM
Attachments: Outlook-zjjl3tek.png

Thanks Andrew!

From: McDougall, Andrew <Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 7:11 PM

To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>; Schafer, Katie M

<katie_schafer@nps.gov>; O'toole, Tracy M <tracy_otoole@nps.gov>; Warren, John H

<John_Warren@nps.gov>; Sims, Steven D <Steven_Sims@nps.gov>

Cc: Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>; Fifer, Jordan T <jordan_fifer@nps.gov>; Barak, Dave A

<dave_barak@nps.gov>; NPS News Media <NewsMedia@nps.gov>

Subject: Re: Tracking Spreadsheet for INDE

I responded to all the media inquiries you had listed on the spreadsheet.

Thanks for all your help.

Andrew McDougall
Public Affairs Officer
Independence National Historical Park
143 South Third Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Cell: 215-435-4372
www.nps.gov/inde

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal.

From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:12 PM

To: Schafer, Katie M <katie_schafer@nps.gov>; O'toole, Tracy M <tracy_otoole@nps.gov>; Warren,

John H <John_Warren@nps.gov>; McDougall, Andrew <Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>



Cc: Kupper, Kathy <Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>; Fifer, Jordan T <jordan_fifer@nps.gov>; Barak, Dave A

<dave_barak@nps.gov>; NPS News Media <NewsMedia@nps.gov>

Subject: RE: Tracking Spreadsheet for INDE

Thanks. We only have 2 queries on this? Assuming/park region will quickly log the rest.

From: Schafer, Katie M <katie_schafer@nps.gov> 

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 2:11 PM

To: O'toole, Tracy M <tracy_otoole@nps.gov>; Warren, John H <John_Warren@nps.gov>;

McDougall, Andrew <Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>

Cc: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny <Jenny_Anzelmo-Sarles@nps.gov>; Kupper, Kathy

<Kathy_Kupper@nps.gov>; Fifer, Jordan T <jordan_fifer@nps.gov>; Barak, Dave A

<dave_barak@nps.gov>; NPS News Media <NewsMedia@nps.gov>

Subject: Tracking Spreadsheet for INDE

Hi y’all, compiling this spreadsheet to track media inquires related to the commemorative works

issue at INDE. Please input any inquires related to this topic. Please include requests you’ve already

received.

INDE Inquiries

Please do not respond to any media requests until they’ve gone through the WASO/DOI review

approval process.

Katie Schafer

Public Affairs Specialist

National Park Service

(771) 233-1129



DATE OUTLET  Reporter reporter/outlet email Status Email Subject Line

8‐Jan Politicalite.com UK Patty Saffran pattysaffran@verizon.net Welcome Park

8‐Jan AP  Mark Levy mlevy@ap.org

from Marc Levy @ the Associated 
Press about the William Penn statue 
at Welcome Park

8‐Jan Wall Street Journal Kris Maher kris.maher@wsj.com WSJ question on deadline

8‐Jan USA Today Amaris Encinas AEncinas1@gannett.com From NPS.gov: AEncinas1@gannett.com

8‐Jan
Washington Free 
Beacon Jessica Costescu costescu@freebeacon.com From NPS.gov: Media Inquiry

8‐Jan Axios Mike D'Onofrio mike.donofrio@axios.com
Axios Philly — media request — Welcome 
Park

9‐Jan Daily Caller Jake Smith jakesmith@dcnf.org  From NPS.gov: Media Inquiry

8‐Jan
American Journey 
Experience (museum) Mike Noriega mnoriega@mercuryone.org

American Journey Experience: William 
Penn Inquiry 

8‐Jan Fox News Channel Kristy Cappiello Kristy.Cappiello@FOX.COM
JESSE WATTERS PRIMETIME STATEMENT 
REQUEST



Subscribe   | What is RSS

From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
To: Cherry, Tyler A
Subject: FW: Urgent correction request from national park service,
Date: Monday, January 8, 2024 7:28:32 PM

FYSA
 
Jenny Anzelmo-Sarles
Chief of Public Affairs & Chief Spokesperson
National Park Service
Mobile: (202) 230-2088
 
Facebook Twitter Instagram YouTube
 

From: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny 
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 7:28 PM
To: 'encinas@gannett.com' <encinas@gannett.com>; echen@gannett.com
Cc: McDougall, Andrew <Andrew_McDougall@nps.gov>
Subject: Urgent correction request from national park service,
 
Hi Amaris, we see USA Today published a story at 6:30 tonight reporting that Independence National
Historical Park in Philadelphia is taking comment on a proposal to rehab Welcome Park, which had
included the possibility of removing the Penn Statue. Want to be sure you saw this news release
from the park this afternoon. Looping my colleague, Andrew, at the park.
 
Eve, since its late in the day looping you in case you can help make sure this gets to the correct
editor ASAP.
 
Park withdraws review of Welcome Park rehabilitation proposal - Independence National Historical
Park (U.S. National Park Service) (nps.gov)
 

Park withdraws review of Welcome
Park rehabilitation proposal
Date: January 8, 2024
Contact: Andrew McDougall, 215-435-4372

PHILADELPHIA — Independence National Historical Park has withdrawn the review
of a draft proposal to rehabilitate Welcome Park and closed the public comment
period. The preliminary draft proposal, which was released prematurely and had not
been subject to a complete internal agency review, is being retracted.  No changes to
the William Penn statue are planned.  



The National Park Service (NPS) remains committed to rehabilitating Welcome Park
as the nation prepares to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence in 2026. Upon completion of all the necessary internal reviews, the
park looks forward to engaging in a robust public process to consider options for
refurbishing the park in the coming years.  

The park is located on the site of William Penn's home, the Slate Roof House, and is
named for the ship, Welcome, which transported Penn to Philadelphia. The design
and construction of Welcome Park was funded by the Independence Historical Trust
and was completed in 1982.   

Updates on the project may be found on the park’s website at www.nps.gov/INDE.
 

www.nps.gov/inde

 
 
Thanks so much,
Jenny
 
 



From: Puccio, Joseph A
To: Farinelli, Susan
Cc: Saylor, Nicki
Subject: LC"s Slide Deck for NPS Briefing, Tuesday, Jan. 10
Date: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 10:52:10 AM
Attachments: LC Native American Initiatives for NPS National Leadership Council Jan. 10 2024.pptx

Susan,

Attached is the slide deck for our session tomorrow. I will also bring a copy with me on a flash drive.

Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thanks.

Joe

Joe Puccio

Collection Development Officer

Researcher and Collections Services

Library of Congress

E-mail:  jpuc@loc.gov

Tel.: (202) 707-1413









































addition to Manzanar, the Minidoka Relocation Center.” 
• Photo by Dorothea Lange, San Francisco, CA, 1942, 

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001705939/ 
• Mitsuko Brooks blog, https://blogs.loc.gov/picturethis/2021/11/adding-context-

photographs-of-japanese-americans-imprisoned-during-world-war-ii/
• Naja Morris blog, https://blogs.loc.gov/picturethis/2022/11/adding-details-to-

improve-access/

Anu 19



































minutes stepping through ways we’re working center communities in our stewardship 
work – from acquisitions to access.
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 'No, you don't have to play it. Just listen to the 
kids.' Those kids around the table were singing 
that song. I said, 'Wow.'"  
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/npr/2019/09/
03/748604202/historic-recordings-revitalize-
language-for-passamaquoddy-tribal-members/

42





From: Puccio, Joseph A
To: Farinelli, Susan
Cc: Saylor, Nicki
Subject: [EXTERNAL] LC"s Slide Deck for NPS Briefing, Tuesday, Jan. 10
Date: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 10:53:20 AM
Attachments: LC Native American Initiatives for NPS National Leadership Council Jan. 10 2024.pptx

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Susan,

Attached is the slide deck for our session tomorrow. I will also bring a copy with me on a flash drive.

Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thanks.

Joe

Joe Puccio

Collection Development Officer

Researcher and Collections Services

Library of Congress

E-mail:  jpuc@loc.gov

Tel.: (202) 707-1413



From: NPS News Media
To: McDougall, Andrew
Cc: Kupper, Kathy; Warren, John H; O"toole, Tracy M; Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] From NPS.gov: Media Inquiry
Date: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 9:53:44 AM

It doesn't say so, but I believe this is from the Daily Caller.

Dave

_________________________
National Park Service
Office of Public Affairs

From: NCR Communications, NPS <ncr_communications@nps.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 9:27 AM
To: NPS News Media <NewsMedia@nps.gov>
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] From NPS.gov: Media Inquiry
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Office of Communications and Community Engagement
National Capital Region
National Park Service

From: no-reply@nps.gov <no-reply@nps.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 9:26 AM
To: NCR Communications, NPS <ncr_communications@nps.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] From NPS.gov: Media Inquiry
 
 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Email submitted from: jakesmith@dcnf.org at /whho/learn/news/contactpublicaffairs.htm

Use jakesmith@dcnf.org to reply to this message

Category: Other

Mailing Address:
Jake Smith
(b) (6)



Hi there – I wanted to reach out to the National Park Service regarding the decision to keep the
William Penn statue in place in Pennsylvania. What factors went into this decision?

(b) (6)



From: Warren, John H
To: Anzelmo-Sarles, Jenny; Duff, Lisa M; Hackett, G (Elaine); Kupper, Kathy; NPS NER Regional Directors Staff; Skye,

Suki B; Stauffenberg, Victoria; Carlson, Ellen L; O"toole, Tracy M; Warren, John H; Petrella, Paula A; Roulett,
Stephanie A; NPS News Media

Cc: Long, Andrew R; Schneider, Kevin B; Kreusch, Erik S; West, Gwendolyn (Eve); Sellars, Charles; McDougall,
Andrew; Sims, Steven D; Kochanowski, Amnesty R; Ehrler, Marilou

Subject: NER News Clips, January 9, 2024 (INDE and a couple of others)
Date: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 12:02:29 PM

National: Evidence shows Civil War fought primarily over slavery | Opinion |
tallasseetribune.com

ACAD: 

3 Reservation Types to Enter ME's Acadia National Park in 2024 (seacoastcurrent.com)
Environmental Monitor explains how UMaine Climate Change Institute helps preserve
Acadia National Park - UMaine News - University of Maine

AFBG: Leaders and legacies: The rich history of those buried at Greenlawn Cemetery (wfyi.org)

ERIE: Grants available for events, projects along canal system | Orleans Hub

INDE: 
Please note: despite headlines from multiple news outlets, the decisions about whether or not
to remove the William Penn statue from Welcome Park were not made by "the Biden
Administration." Such characterization is totally inaccurate.

Feds Fold Like a Cheap Suit, William Penn Statue Will Not Be Removed – RedState
Park Service retracts decision to take down William Penn statue at Philadelphia
historical site | AP News
Plan to remove William Penn statue, renovate Welcome Park in Philadelphia withdrawn
- CBS Philadelphia (cbsnews.com)
Biden admin retracts William Penn statue removal from park commemorating founding
of Pennsylvania (foxnews.com)
Philadelphia park will keep William Penn statue after online firestorm (usatoday.com)
William Penn statue will not be removed from Welcome Park in Philly, National Park
Service says | PhillyVoice
No changes planned to William Penn statue in Philly, park service says - pennlive.com
Park Service retracts decision to take down William Penn statue at Philadelphia
historical site (cumberlink.com)
National Park Service Backs Down from Plan to Remove William Penn Statue
(breitbart.com)
William Penn statue to remain in Philadelphia after public outcry (freerepublic.com)
January 9 Playbook: Control (politicspa.com)



Biden admin reverses decision to remove William Penn statue from park
commemorating founding of Pennsylvania - Trend Fool
William Penn update – Gun Free Zone
William Penn statue to remain in Philadelphia after public outcry - Axios Philadelphia
Biden Administration Withdraws Proposal To Remove William Penn Statue, After
National Backlash | The New York Sun (nysun.com)
Australian National Review - Biden Admin Reverses Decision to Remove William Penn
Statue | The Gateway Pundit
Don’t Cancel William Penn | Staff/Guest Columns | gettysburgtimes.com
Park Service retracts decision to take down William Penn statue at Philadelphia
historical site (thepeterboroughexaminer.com)
Biden admin reverses decision to remove William Penn statue from park
commemorating founding of Pennsylvania | National | foxbangor.com
Park Service retracts decision to take down William Penn statue at Philadelphia
historical site | Nation & World | leadertelegram.com
william penn safe (for now) and josh shapiro says he did it? | chestercountyramblings
William Penn Statue | National News | santamariatimes.com
Park Service retracts decision to take down William Penn statue at Philadelphia
historical site | News | atchisonglobenow.com
Park Service retracts decision to take down William Penn statue at Philadelphia
historical site | WOWK 13 News (wowktv.com)
National Park Service scraps plan to remove Philadelphia statue after online firestorm -
Democratic Underground
Lucianne.com News Forum - National Park Service Retracts Plan to <br/>Remove
William Penn Statue from Philadelphia Park
Biden Admin Reverses Decision to Remove William Penn Statue | The Gateway Pundit |
by Kristinn Taylor
Park Service retracts decision to take down William Penn statue at Philadelphia
historical site | TribLIVE.com
Park Service retracts decision to take down William Penn statue at Philadelphia
historical site | National News | montanarightnow.com
No changes planned to William Penn statue in Philly, park service says
(freerepublic.com)
William Penn statue will not be removed from Welcome Park in Philadelphia, National
Park Service says in sudden reversal | Tri-City Herald
William Penn statue will not be removed from Welcome Park in Philadelphia, National
Park Service says in sudden reversal | Macon Telegraph
Park Service retracts decision to take down William Penn statue at Philadelphia
historical site | National | milescitystar.com
Park Service retracts decision to take down William Penn statue at Philadelphia
historical site | Ap | thederrick.com



Park Service retracts decision to take down William Penn statue at Philadelphia
historical site | Rock Hill Herald (heraldonline.com)
Park Service retracts decision to take down William Penn statue at Philadelphia
historical site - KTVZ
Proposal to remove William Penn statue from Philadelphia park results in angry outcry –
Reading Eagle
Proposal to remove William Penn statue sparks outrage – Metro Philadelphia
National Park Service to Remove Philadelphia’s William Penn Statue | The Epoch Times
Tearing Down Hatred Where Hatred Doesn’t Exist – PJ Media
Proposal to remove William Penn statue from Pa. park results in angry outcry -
pennlive.com
Biden Admin Replacing Statue Of Founder Of Pennsylvania, William Penn, To Be
'Inclusive' - The Political Insider
National Park Service New River Gorge structures demo plan | News |
wvgazettemail.com
Biden Admin to Remove William Penn Statue in 'Rehabilitation' of Park Dedicated to
Pennsylvania Founder (ijr.com)
William Penn statue in Philadelphia will not be removed from Welcome Park, National
Park Service proposes (inquirer.com)
Biden Admin to Remove William Penn Statue in 'Rehabilitation' of Park Dedicated to
Pennsylvania Founder (thefederalistpapers.org)
Biden's National Park Service to remove William Penn statue from Philadelphia
(goodwordnews.com)

GETT: Why didn't President Biden kick off his campaign at Gettysburg? (religionnews.com)

NEEN: New England's Newest Scenic Trail Connects Three Different States For The Ultimate
Hike (thetravel.com)

NERI: 

National Park Service to host meeting regarding proposed demolition plan this week,
Thurmond residents to present another option - WV MetroNews
Fayette County Residents Oppose the National Park Service's Plan to Demolish Historic
Buildings in New River Gorge National Park | WV News | wvnews.com 
Prince Brothers General Store one of 35 structures slated for demolition in New River
Gorge National Park (lootpress.com)
National Park Service New River Gorge structures demo plan | News |
wvgazettemail.com
Canyon Rim renovations ramp up | News | register-herald.com



OIRE: Oil Region Alliance Announces Main Street Manager, Other New Hires ::
exploreClarion.com

John Harlan Warren (he/him)
Communications Specialist, NPS Region 1

1234 Market Street, 20th floor
Philadelphia PA 19107
Works 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
215-908-3159




